
©2013, CPWR – The Center for Construction Research and Training. All rights reserved. CPWR is the research, training, and 
service arm of the Building and Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO, and works to reduce or eliminate safety and health 
hazards construction workers face on the job. Production of this card was supported by Grant OH009762 from the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). The contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official views of NIOSH.

The maintenance, repair, cleaning, and storage  
of tools used on a construction site can help in  
the prevention of injuries and deaths. It is not only 
important to perform proper maintenance for the 
sake of the equipment, but this can prove helpful  
for the individuals using the equipment.

Here is an Example
Prior to starting the day’s work, Hank checked out the 
forklift he was going to be using. While inspecting the  
upper portion of the cab he did not notice the grease 
and oil that had leaked out onto the floor. He slipped and 
wrenched his knee badly causing him to miss a week’s 
work while recovering.

1. How could this injury have been prevented?

2. When you are at work, do you make sure that  
all safety equipment is working properly?
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Proper Equipment Maintenance

working order and in good repair.

 
on the rack, in the yard, or on the bench.

 
of them being misplaced or lost.

 
any damaged or worn tools out of service.

emergency eyewash fountains, emergency showers  
or first-aid stations with stored materials.

What Are We Going to Do Today?

What will we do here at the worksite today to promote equipment maintenance?

1.

2.

3.

OSHA STANDARD 1926.25 (Housekeeping)
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